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Candidates Line Up 
for General Election

Local Daycare Owner: 
No Screen Time Equals
Better Learning Outcomes, Healthier Kids

Gabel to Finish 1st-Year Beet 
Harvest Despite Hail Damage

Earlier this year, Gov. Greg Gianforte met with the 
Gabel family for a tour of the farm. Pictured from left 
to right are: Greg Gabel, son Trent, Ellen Gabel, Greg’s 
mom and dad Sydney and Leroy Gabel, Gov. Greg 
Gianforte and his wife Susan Gianforte. 

(Jonathan McNiven photo)

by Evelyn Pyburn
Mark Morse running for 

County Commissioner is the 
only challenged Yellowstone 
County candidate in the com-
ing election, on November 
8. Candidates for all other 
open elected county offices 
are Republicans standing un-
challenged by any Democrat 
contenders. And, even Morse 
is being challenged by another 
Republican who failed to defeat 
him in the Primary Election. 
Incumbent County Commis-
sioner Denis Pitman is running 
a write-in campaign for the 
General Election.

Taking center stage, oth-
erwise, in the 2022 General 
Election are the US Congres-
sional House races in which 
Montana, for the first time in 
many years is selecting two 
representatives.

In the Eastern Montana 
district Incumbent Republican 
Matt Rosendale is being chal-
lenged by three opponents:  
former Billings City Council-
woman Democrat Penny Ron-
ning; Billings businessman, 
Gary Buchanan who is run-
ning as an Independent; and 
Sam Rankin, a Libertarian 
contender.

In the Western Montana 
District, a former US House 
Representative, Republican 
Ryan Zinke is vying against 
Democrat Monica Tranel and 
Libertarian John Lamb.

The Montana state legisla-
ture faces a new election with 
the Democrats currently hold-
ing 19 seats in the state senate 

and Republicans holding 31. 
The House currently has 33 
Democrats holding seats and 
the Republicans, 67.

Montana Republicans, who 
added to their legislative major-
ity in the 2020 election’s histor-
ic red wave, say supermajority 
control of the Montana House 
and Senate may be within their 
reach this year – especially 
given the number of uncon-
tested races across the state. A 
supermajority is a three –fifths 
majority.

Thirty incumbent state leg-
islators in Montana—24% of 
those with expiring terms—
were ineligible to file for re-
election in 2022 because of 
the state’s term limit laws. 
Montana’s term limits had the 
largest effect on the state Sen-
ate where they left 12 of the 
25 districts holding elections 
(48%) open. In the House, 18 
of the 100 districts up for elec-
tion (18%) were left open due to 
term limits.

In addition to the 30 term-
limited legislators, 10 other 
incumbents did not file for 
re-election, one in the Senate 
and nine in the House. Overall, 
term limits accounted for 75% 
of the open districts in Montana 
in 2022, the largest percentage 
since 2014.

In the races for state sen-
ate in the Yellowstone County 
area two Republicans are run-
ning unopposed: Barry Usher 
(SD 20) and Dennis Lenz (SD 
27). In Senate District 24, 

by Michael J. Marino
As retired army veteran, 

Greg Gabel, diligently works 
to repair an engine part be-
fore harvest, he tells YCN 
about growing up on a farm 
in Huntley Project. 

“I’m basically a fourth-gen-
eration farmer,” said Gabel; 
his great grandparents started 
the farm nearly a century ago.

He graduated from Huntley 
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by Michael J. Marino
As eight energetic boys 

run, play and holler as kids 
tend to do, Michael Devaney 
says, “I try to teach them you 
can be crazy and run around 
outside, but when we’re in-
side, it’s house rules.” 

Devaney, or “Mr. Michael” 
as the children call him, owns 
First Things Childcare in the 
Billings Heights, and he said 
at his daycare, “There’s a 
certain culture I’m trying to 
establish here.”

That culture includes 
teaching his kids how to read 
using phonics, or the “sound-
it-out” method. This method 
has been largely forgotten 
about in modern education, 
according to a 2018 story 
in The Hechinger Report, 
which revealed, “Schools 
often leave out a key piece of 
the reading puzzle because 
teachers aren’t trained to 
teach phonics.” This omission 
coupled with the effects of 
the COVID-19 lockdown, the 

First Things Childcare is set up as a classroom on one side 
and an arts/activities area on the other. This dual method of both 
traditional daycare operations and adding in an educational 
aspect is new to Billings, but so far, Devaney feels it is working 
well… the children would agree, as evidenced by this snapshot. 
(Michael Marino photo)

Defendants Respond 
to Water District Suit

by Evelyn Pyburn
Both defendants of the 

suit filed by the County 
Water District of Billings 
Heights -- the County Com-
missioners and Pam Ellis 
-- have responded to the com-
plaint and both essentially 
deny the basic charges made 
and continue their conten-
tion that Pam Ellis remains 
a member of the board.

Filed on behalf of the 
board by Bozeman attorneys 
Susan B. Swimley and Alison 
Garab, the suit asks for a 
declaratory judgement from 
the court that the board of 
the Heights County Water 
District has the authority to 
remove Ellis from the board, 
who was appointed by the 


