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No screen time ...
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INVITATION FOR BID
YELLOWSTONE COUNTY

OLD HARDIN RD SIDEWALK: PHASE II

Notice is hereby given that the Board of County Commissioners of Yellowstone County, 
Montana is currently soliciting bids from interested parties for the construction of approximately 
2,900 lineal feet of six (6) foot wide concrete sidewalk and all associated corridor modifica-
tions and improvements necessary to install the sidewalk, such as retaining wall construction, 
chain-link fence demolition and installation, culvert modifications, drainage structure installation, 
utility relocations, and all associated earthwork and surface restoration for the Old Hardin 
Road Sidewalk: Phase II Lockwood in Yellowstone County, Montana; this includes the cost of 
all materials, permits, labor and equipment necessary to  complete the project. Construction 
Drawings including project specifications prepared by Interstate Engineering and the applicable 
Montana Prevailing Wage Rates are included with this bid package.

Digital copies of the Bidding Documents are available at www.interstateeng.com or www.
questcdn.com for a fee of $30.00. These documents may be downloaded by selecting 
this project from the “Bid Documents” tab and by entering Quest Project #8296952 on the 
“Search Projects” page. For assistance and free membership registration, contact QuestCDN 
at (952) 233-1632 or info@questcdn.com. The bidding and contract documents may also 
be examined at the office of Interstate Engineering located at, 1211 Grand Avenue, Suite 6, 
Billings, MT 59102.

Bidders must download the bidding documents from QuestCDN to be a registered bidder 
and receive addenda and any other information issued by the Engineer or Owner. Addenda 
and other information will not be sent to Bidders that obtain copies of the bidding documents 
from other sources.

All proposals must be labeled ‘Old Hardin Road Sidewalk: Phase II’ and mailed in triplicate 
(1 original and 2 copies) to the Board of County Commissioners, PO Box 35000, Billings, MT 
59107 or delivered to their office, Stillwater Building, 316 North 26th Street, 3rd Floor, Room 
3101, Billings, MT 59101. Bids must be received no later than 5:00 p.m. October 31st, 2022. 
All bids received by this time and date will be opened and read aloud at 9:30 a.m. November 
1st, 2022 in the Commissioners Board Room, Stillwater Building, 316 North 26th Street, 3rd 
Floor Room 3108, Billings, MT 59101. Bids received after the mentioned time and date will 
not be considered.

All bids must include a Bid Security in an amount equal to ten percent (10%) of the total bid. 
The security may consist of a certified check or Bid Bond. The security must be: a) drawn 
and issued by a federally chartered or state chartered bank or savings and loan association 
that is insured by or for which insurance is administered by the Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation; or b) drawn and issued by a credit union insured by the National Credit Union 
Share Insurance Fund; or c) a bid bond or bonds, original only, no photocopies, executed by 
a surety company authorized to do business in the State of Montana. Facsimiles, personal 
and/ or business checks are not an acceptable form of security. All bonds of the unsuccessful 
bidders will be returned within 10 days of the signing of a contract with the successful bidder.

In order to ensure prospective contractors have a complete understanding of the project, a 
pre-bid meeting will be held at 1:00 p.m. Oct 20th, 2022 at the Lockwood Baseball Complex, 
2300 Old Hardin Road, Billings, MT 59101. All contractors interested in submitting a bid are 
encouraged to attend; sub-contractors are also welcome.

No bid may be withdrawn for at least 60 days from the bid opening date.
Published on October 14, 2022 and October 21, 2022.
Done by order of the Board of County Commissioners, Yellowstone County this 11th day 

of October, 2022.

10/14, 10/21 2022        Board of County Commissioners
 MNAXLP       Yellowstone County, Montana
         /s/Donald W. Jones, Chair
         ATTEST:
         /s/Jeff Martin, Clerk and Recorder
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Staff Report
WASHINGTON 

– The U.S. Depart-
ment of Transpor-
tat ion ’ s  Federa l 
Highway Admin-
istration (FHWA) 
today announced 
that it has released 
$608.56 million to 
Montana in Fiscal 
Year 2023 apportion-
ments for 12 formula 
programs to support 
investment in criti-
cal infrastructure, 
inc luding roads, 
bridges and tunnels, 
carbon emission re-
duction, and safety 
improvements uti-
lizing funding from 
the President’s Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law. The 
funds go directly to Montana, 
providing transportation 
leaders within Montana the 
flexibility to continue the 
important work of rebuild-
ing roads and bridges and 
making their transportation 
system more efficient reflect-
ing their state’s particular 
needs.

“America’s roads and 
bridges are the vital arteries 
of our transportation system, 
connecting people and goods 
across the country,” said U.S. 
Transportation Secretary 
Pete Buttigieg. “Because of 
President Biden’s Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law, today 
we are sending historic lev-
els of funding to every state 
to help modernize the roads 
and bridges Americans rely 
on every day.”

 The Bipartisan Infrastruc-
ture Law makes the single 
largest dedicated investment 

Biden-Harris Administration 
Sending Montana $608.56 Million 
from the Bipartisan Infrastructure 
Law for Roads, Bridges and More

since the construction of the 
Interstate Highway System 
in the 1950s and 1960s to 
help address tens of thou-
sands of bridges in need of 
repair or replacement. In 
Fiscal Year 2023, Montana 
will receive a total of $45 
million in Bridge Formula 
funding to address highway 
bridge needs. The funding 
is available to improve the 
condition of about 365 bridges 
in poor condition and to pre-
serve and improve about 
3,285 bridges in fair condition 
in the state, that are at risk 
of falling into poor condition.

Nationwide, $59.9 billion 
in Fiscal Year 2023 formula 
funding was sent to States, 
representing an increase of 
$15.4 billion as compared to 
Fiscal Year 2021, the last fis-
cal year before the Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law began 
to be implemented. This Bi-
partisan Infrastructure Law 
funding is distributed annu-

ally by FHWA based 
on Congressionally 
mandated formulas.

“These historic in-
vestments in Ameri-
can infrastructure 
give States the flex-
ibility they need 
to determine how 
to allocate funds 
in order to replace 
deficient bridges, 
improve safety for 
all road users, and 
reduce carbon emis-
sions by improving 
transportation in-
frastructure for com-
munities throughout 
each state,” said Act-
ing Federal High-
way Administrator 

Stephanie Pollack. “This 
funding we are announcing 
today will allow States to 
continue the important work 
of President Biden’s Biparti-
san Infrastructure Law that 
will make our infrastructure 
safer and more efficient for 
the tens of millions of Ameri-
can families that count on it 
to get to school, work, and 
critical medical care every 
day.”

Today’s Apportionment 
Notice can be viewed at 
FHWA’s Bipartisan Infra-
structure Law Funding web 
page, which organizes no-
tices by fiscal year. FHWA 
has additional information 
for transportation agencies 
and others interested in 
grants and other discretion-
ary funding opportunities as 
well as information on new 
and existing FHWA pro-
grams available under the 
Bipartisan Infrastructure 
Law web page. 

report states, has resulted 
in a “disturbing” number of 
students who do not score 
as proficient in reading and 
language arts.

“I first became hip to it – 
schools dropping phonics – a 
couple of years ago while I 
was working at another day-
care,” said Devaney, “and 
I noticed that many of the 
[older] kids could not do 
story time or read on their 
own.” When he ventured out 
and started his own daycare 
about a year ago, Devaney 
made learning a top priority 
in his service model. “I can’t 
promise parents their kids 
will get into Ivy League col-
leges,” he noted, “but I can 
provide an anchor; because 
kids can do much more than 
just play at this age [because] 
their minds are so capable.”

Another important, and 
somewhat unique, part of 
the daycare’s culture is there 
are no TVs, tablets or other 
devices. Devaney stated 
the reason for this is that 
while movies and videos 
are “handy tools” that he 
“doesn’t fault parents for us-
ing,” he feels it is all too easy 
for young children to find 
rather undesirable content 
on the internet. 

He said that at one day-
care he observed “8-year-old 
kids playing Call of Duty” as 
well as a game called “Gran-
ny” that depicts an elderly 
woman as a serial killer, 

which most adults would 
likely find inappropriate for 
kids that age.

It’s not just the content, 
according to Devaney. It’s 
the effect on the brain, which 
he described as turning kids 
aloof, less energetic and 
“zombie-ish.”

So, there’s no electronics, 
but there are plenty of other 
activities to keep the children 
occupied, and Devaney said 
he instills in them the cre-
ativity to know that “it’s OK 
to play in the dirt.”

Parents seem to have no 
complaints with Mr. Mi-
chael’s methods. By and 
large, they see their chil-
dren make progress while 
attending First Things. One 
anonymous parent told YCN 
Devaney “was a very positive 
influence on our children,” 
and they added, “he taught 
them good sportsmanship… 
[and] he’s incredibly patient 
with the children.” 

K.C. Aunts, another par-
ent, wrote she “loves that 
[Devaney] teaches them read-
ing and writing skills,” in an 
online review. She also said 
her child looks forward to go-
ing to daycare each day.

Devaney said he hopes the 
skills and lessons students 
learn at his daycare will stick 
with them throughout their 
lives more so than just better 
grades and test scores, and 
he hopes to effect a positive 
change in the community.  

The Yellowstone County News covers and reports on the 
weekly county commissioners’ meetings?  We’ve got you 

covered for county and local information.  From affordable 
legal advertising to local news and views.  We thank all our 
readers for their support of the Yellowstone County News.  

Your weekly newspaper with local views!   

Did you know???

l ega ls@yel lowstonecountynews.com

“dried up feces inside,” and 
emergency medical services 
(EMS) stated the girl had 
developed a urinary tract 
infection.

Police soon ascertained 
that the girl’s mother, Keller, 
had five other children rang-
ing from one to 16 years 
old. When an officer went 
to Keller’s residence, he 
noticed “a hatchet on the 
ground near children’s toys, 
numerous cans of Twisted 
Tea and several cans of Raid 
bug spray.”

The charging document 
alleges that Keller appeared 

very distraught about her 
child running off at first, but 
over the course of the events 
unfolding, she became “unco-
operative and verbally com-
bative,” and CPS workers 
noted she was clearly drunk 
or intoxicated in some way.

A short time later, investi-
gation of the inside of Keller’s 
home revealed it to be mostly 
“not usable as a living area,” 
according to officers. They de-
scribed it as “full of trash and 
broken items” and also “full 
of large bottles of chemicals, 
like ammonia, which were 
in nearly every room of the 

home and easily accessible to 
the children.”

CPS tested the children 
for the presence of drugs in 
their systems through hair 
follicle sampling. Both the 
one-year-old and her older 
sister tested positive for 
amphetamine and meth-
amphetamine. Both girls 
had over 10,000 pg/mg of 
methamphetamine in their 
systems.

Keller was arrested in late 
August, but she bonded out 
on October 4 pending trial. 
Notably, her bond was set at 
$50,000.00.

Woman arrested: 6 neglected children ...
(Continued from page 24)


